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<Cheng Ho Navigation Charts> and the Silk Road of the Sea
Jeff Lai Chin-yi
President of Chinese Cheng Ho Society(Taiwan)

Cheng Ho’s journeys in the Indian Ocean not only marked the beginning of a great
era in naval exploration, but also denoted an important step in the growth of human
civilization. Cheng Ho was only able to achieve the remarkable feat of successfully
completing seven naval exploration and trade voyages due to the maturity and growth
of ancient China’s science, technology, and naval abilities. <Cheng Ho’s Navigation
Charts> serves as a record to remind us of these extraordinary achievements. The
<Cheng Ho Navigation Charts> are the accumulation of ancient China’s navigational
knowledge and skills, and also symbolizes the communication and exchange of ideas
between ancient Chinese and Islamic cultures. The exchanges between these two great
civilizations formed the famous Silk Road of the Sea, and they are meticulously
detailed in the <Cheng Ho Navigation Charts>. If we think of the Charts are the
representatives of the Silk Road of the Sea, then they are especially meaningful now.
These charts infuse the current 21% Century Chinese maritime policy of promoting a
new Silk Road of the Sea with a new spirit of diplomacy and cooperation between the
different nations.

Keywords: Cheng Ho’s 7 Voyages, Cheng Ho Navigation Charts, the Silk Road, the
Silk Road of the Sea
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